
sician attaining prominence is nearly six times greater
if he has a college training. Dexter considers that it
is as scientist and producer, and not as a practitioner
of medicine, that the physician is most largely aided by
such a training. He also believes that the scientific so¬

cieties'of physicians undoubtedly stimulate more of
their members to original research and investigation
than do similar organizations among clergymen and
lawyers, and it is here that broader training would count
for most.
In'marked contrast to the medical profession, 40 per

cent, of eminent lawyers and 24 per cent, of eminent
clergymen have had neither professional training nor

academic instruction beyond the high school. Thus, of
the three generally recognized learned professions, the
medical leads in the breadth and perfection of its edu¬
cational preparations. If it has been true in the past
that eminence in medicine has usually required excep¬
tional general and special education for its attainment,
it will be even more so in the future, as the work of
the physician, not only as an original Avorker and inves¬
tigator, but also as a practitioner, is constantly ap¬
proaching more neärh' that of a pure scientist.

MEMBERS' REUNIONS.
The resident members of the American Medical Asso-

ciation in Connecticut have started a movement that
ought to be fruitful both of pleasure and profit, namely,
an annual reunion. An account of the first of these
and of the organization effected is given under Associa-
tion News, but this pioneer movement deserves to be
called to the attention of the membership of the Associa-
tion generally. The social and fraternal advantages of
such an organization are sufficiently obvious to every one

and its value to the Association is equally apparent.
While such a state reunion is especially adapted to the
needs of the membership in the smaller compact com-

monwealths like the New England states, it is prac-
ticable, under perhaps slight modifications as to detail,
in other communities as well, and we hope to see them
do likewise. Such measures usefully supplement the
general plan of organization.

MEASLES AND WHOOPING COUGH DANGEROUS
DISEASES.

An editorial in Merck's Archives1 points out the fal-
lacy of the popular idea that measles is a harmless dis-
ease. The report of the New York Department of
Health for the quarter ending March 31, 1902, shows
the deaths from measles during the three months to have
been 349, while only 356 deaths occurred from scarla-
tina during the same period. In 1900, the fatality in
the United States from measles was 12,866, from whoop-
ing cough 9958, while there were but 6333 deaths from
scarlet fever during the same year. The fatality in the
former diseases varies much with the character of the
epidemic, and with the age of the patient, but the total
mortality is very large and much greater than is usually
supposed. Among the laity it is generally thought that
measles and whooping cough are not serious and that

they do not require the attention of a physician, while
scarlet fever is considered very dangerous. The facts
are that more deaths are due to each of the former dis¬
eases than to scarlet fever. Cases of measles and whoop¬
ing cough, especially in infants, require the closest
watching by a physician.

1. June, 1902, p. 252.

RECURRENCE IN CANCER.
The question of the permanent curability of cancer

by surgical means is one of paramount importance.
From time to time cases have been published, both in
this country and elsewhere, of patients that have sur-
vived for years after operation for cancer. Recently
Labhardt1 has subjected the question of recurrence to
an investigation, based upon a study of suitable cases

reported in the literature and upon a number of ob-
servations made in the surgical clinic of Professor
Garr\l=e'\at K\l=o"\nigsberg.The particular question that
Labhardt undertook to study was the occurrence of late
recidivations. The return of a cancer after its removal
has been and is the especial fact that makes the prog-nosis in operations for cancer so gloomy. In 1875, R.
Volkmann promulgated the law that when a complete
year has elapsed since operation without local recur-
rence, glandular swelling or symptoms of internal dis-
ease being demonstrable by the most careful examina-
tion, then one may begin to hope that a permanent cure
has been obtained; and that after two years of free¬
dom from any of these events permanent cure is usually,
after three years without exception, certain to be the
case. Since that time it seems that most authors have
accepted Volkmann's generalization. Labhardt col¬
lected, after a thorough sifting of the cases in the lit¬
erature and in the clinic, 112 cases of late recurrence,
i. e., after the third year. There was nothing remark¬
able about the age and condition of the patients in
whom these recurrences develoned. As regards time of
the return, he finds that the majority occur in the fourth
to the sixth year after the operation. After that recur¬
rence is more rare, but he cites cases of recurrence in
the fourteenth to the twentieth year, and even later.
The reason that he speaks of these cases as recurrences
is that the majority of them (75 per cent.) developed as
local growths in the scar from the operation. From a

study of these cases it would seem that the claim made
by Duplay is correct, namely, that the period during
which time recidivation is possible appears to be, alas,
indefinite. Volkmann's statement can not be accepted
as correct any longer. Labhardt also states that in
many cases there was a late appearance of métastases, but
in much smaller proportion than the late local recur¬
rence. In many cases, of course, it would have been
exceedingly valuable and interesting if the growth that
appeared so long after the operation could have been
compared in structure with that removed first. In a few
cases this was possible. He gives a table of cases of
operations upon the mammary gland for cancer, shoAv-
ing that in 2,107, 48, or 2.3 per cent., showed late re¬

currences; that is to say, after the fourth year. In the
case of 491 cancers of the rectum, 22, or 4.4 per cent.,
showed recurrence after the third year. It seems, then,
from this study that a considerable percentage of pa-

1. Beitr\l=a"\gezur kl, Chirurgle, 1902, xxxiii, 571-626.
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